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Scream Freak Wants to Scare You So Bad
You Wet Yourself
Posted by: brad – Oct 10, 2013

As a foreigner living in America, there are quite a few hard- to- understand things.

Your government…shuts down?

Y’all still use checks?

However, there is one American thing above all others I both don’t understand yet

am so super excited about – Halloween.

Get this – haunted houses are a MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR BUSINESS in the United

States. Um, what? In the spirit of journalistic curiosity, I chatted to Ryan Sligh, an

actor who adores Halloween, scary movies and scaring the urine out of people. He

spoke to rvamag.com about ‘haunts’, spooking people for a living and his challenge

for the people of Virginia.

Sligh co-founded the Red Vein Army (that’s RVA for short – ya dig?) in 2010. The RVA

is both an actor troupe and licensed business, designed to eventually lead to an

opening of the troupe’s own haunted house. RVA has grown in strides since their

inception. “Red Vein Army's first big project was to promote the ScreamFreak.com

website,” said Sligh. “And try to grow haunting in not only Richmond, but across the

entire state of Virginia.” We're hired by haunted attractions as their queue line

entertainment for the night and travel around every weekend throughout the month of

October”.

Sligh is a Halloween ambassador of sorts – his passion for haunts has motivated

him to spread the good word of Halloween around Virginia, to try and make the

occasion as big as it is in other states. “Virginia is not a big haunted house state,”

said Sligh. “You go to Pennsylvania, you go to Missouri, there’re haunted houses on

every other block. It’s kind of engrained in the culture to go to a haunted house once

it’s October and Virginia doesn’t have that.”

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

http://rvamag.com/newsletter
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://rvamag.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CAGKqr0OgU7jJNI3flQfW44DQCtKo46cEAAAQASC686MfUJC1oG1gyb6ojeyktBHIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSwAU_Q4Xp0UXAPgW-YNHEJBaO-k9Q98MGBISS-kx8hCgvSd32bjwCFkpJhJcmAZk0Ifjara75_7G70Ga3xptcyF1C5XZr3RGFgbA6cRn3q-cJLPBYeqN8oV2cY660yYNjnNv5iPyNIDwh8jlF6lNd5Z3hEgnmoN4Jg7bKn1qxpLxmr80q9_8_kMl3R7cmhe8OdebGfI6vQewS_1B_1Aj3XB8GIbaPY2FBBTVvwDpjXLsUz4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_2SHj-q6SC2Nw3BqtmXgQSOI7k62g&client=ca-pub-4596548777732228&adurl=http://www.richmondkickers.com/viewingparty/
http://rvamag.com/
http://rvamag.com/articles
http://rvamag.com/calendar
http://rvamag.com/videos
http://rvamag.com/magazine
http://rvamag.com/rvaontap
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/art
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/blues-rock
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/books
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/comedy
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/community
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/editorial
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/edm
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/film-videos
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/halloweek
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/hip-hop
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/indie
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/metal
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/music
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/performing-arts
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/photo
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/punk
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/rva-mag-events-
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/rva-on-tap
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/soul-funk-psych
http://rvamag.com/articles/category/fashion
http://screamfreak.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNWW0r0OgU7TJNI3flQfW44DQCtqX3LkEAAAQASC686MfUPjxrcIBYMm-qI3spLQRyAEC4AIAqAMByAOdBKoEsAFP0F_fTDlYT16HaI347kbAK7uUu85i4voH74B_L90seKEVzd2WOfWj9Ub1eOxgtnt77XAkILh6vHGPiZbVwBvYOnEk9vM2lX4dKoqazFCYv61PdduAIVACvsDYQuDysXe-JNrFfstkgRUykhMuPnmP0NdzJkVawwmJCaX0b6haaymmoXG_3N7fElxmQa_agiu5xas76a_snbZ3Rr4SqC6dNeloav20vnqT16VoeQEyiOAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_09ZNkd-whiqQlQdWjfn-28CxsLIg&client=ca-pub-4596548777732228&adurl=http://taboorva.com&nm=4
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3iaKr0OgU7XJNI3flQfW44DQCvqys7wEAAAQASC686MfULKI4fP5_____wFgyb6ojeyktBHIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSwAU_Qv_5V7TBicGMe1SoBGtkn2ic-QSbaToJNF73ukjRexuJAfT9N1h3u5O-EUAf-1pD4kvaSUsBYq8sQ8ZAoDP-50d3XJZntRxXUTnLWsNlGWfJhu-HE_EyBZC7UiXjpqSXwkfW-snELE3oCwFCi-2_jgFmeq8RnB-h-Rww58e_k3oQvNzgCyASBFI-510ajib_eLh3dq_CMtGu7sMyaGnENk86xCDe1AVUii7VN5sJH4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_3i97hjtJIMzBFte-dmXvLC2DQdPA&client=ca-pub-4596548777732228&adurl=http://www.richmondcultureworks.org/xpo-event/&nm=1


6/17/2014 Articles |  Scream Freak Wants to Scare You So Bad You Wet Yourself |  RVA Magazine |  Richmond, VA

http://rvamag.com/articles/full/22506/scream-freak-wants-to-scare-you-so-bad-you-wet-yourself 2/3

ADVERTISEMENT

Apparently, there is a haunted house in Atlanta, which attracts 80,000 visitors a year.

Insanity!

Sligh is determined to convert Virginia to the dark side – and make haunted houses

a major player in Virginia’s Halloween calendar. “[Haunted houses]is a giant

industry. I go to conventions all the time,” said Sligh. “No one in Virginia really knows

about that. We want to teach them not only what a haunted house is but then try to

get them to come out to them. So it’s not only promoting haunted houses but also

teaching about them!”.

Sligh and his army of creepy spooksters will be touring all over the Virginian

landscape this month. Events close to Richmond include Total Terror in Prince

George on October 25th and Blood Lake in Midlothian on Saturday October 26th.

The fact his haunt troupe travels around our fine state is unique, with their

unwavering Halloween advocacy a fine testament to the spirit of Richmond locals.

“This tour is very unique in the haunted attraction industry as there are only a handful

of traveling haunt actors, but they mostly travel around the country, not just one state,

“ said Sligh. “ We're Virginia based and our number one goal is to grow the industry

right here in the Commonwealth of Virginia and especially in our hometown of

Richmond.”

Coming from Australia, I can’t quite fathom the idea of the haunt events. So, one

willingly drives out to a field (an isolated field! Aren’t they where most American

horror movies take place?) then willingly go into a haunted mansion to be scared

poopless by monsters, murderers and ghoul types? Argh! It sounds super scary and

amazing. I’m in.

The Red Vein Army aim to scare you to the point of incontinence.

“Our goal is to scare you and make you want to leave or to pee yourself,” says Sligh.

“We kinda have a code: it’s code yellow if someone pees themselves.”

You may be too old to trick or treat now, but attending these haunt events sounds

just perfect for those of us lamenting the fact kids get all the Halloween fun. Clearly,

we have superior bladder control, right? By attending one (or more!) of the events on

ScreamFreak.com, you’ll not only celebrate Halloween in a kick-ass and super

American way, but also help support a burgeoning scene for many Virginians to

come.

“There are a lot of really creative people not only in Richmond but in surrounding

counties and cities , “ said Sligh. “ If we can just have more people go to these

haunts, the sky is the limit to how big Virginia and Richmond can be for these

awesome attractions. “

Get all the info here.

Words by Melissa Coci
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